
  

 

MINUTES 

 

LEHIGH ACRES FIRE CONTROL AND RESCUE DISTRICT 

 MONTHLY COMMISSION MEETING 

September 22, 2011 

The September 22, 2011 regular Commission Meeting of the Lehigh Acres Fire Control and 

Rescue District Board of Commissioners was held at the Microtel Inn and Suites, 1320 Business 

Way,  Lehigh Acres, FL.  The meeting was opened at 4:00pm by Chairman Berndt. Present were 

Commissioners Adams, Carter, Becker, Berndt,  and Shea; Chief Donald Adams, Assistant Chief 

Ken Bennett, Captain’s Ketron and McDowell,  Finance Manager Ben VanKlingeren and 

Administrative Assistant Susan Platas. Attorney Richard Pringle was also in attendance.   

After the Pledge of Allegiance, Commissioner Berndt asked Chief Adams to give the invocation. 

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 

 

Commissioner Berndt asked if there were any additions, corrections or deletions to the Agenda.  

Chief Adams requested to add Insurance for CERT as a walk-on.  Commissioner Carter 

requested to add on Christmas Program and Town Hall Meeting.  Commissioner Shea stated we 

can combine Chief’s Firefighter Reservist Program and his Firefighter Auxiliary.  He would also 

like to add Letter from the Auditors.  Commissioner Carter made a motion to approve with 

modifications with a second from Commissioner Adams.  Motion carries. 

. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

 Fire Board Regular Meeting Minutes of August 18, 2011 

 Budget Workshop August 18, 2011 

 Treasurers Report 

.  

Commissioner  Shea stated on page 8 of the Commission Book,  under Commissioner comments, 

under his comments, the sentence that begins with “He finds no substantial segment…”  should 

read “He finds no substantial sentiment….”.    Commissioner Shea   motioned to approve with a 

second from Commissioner  Carter.  Motion carries. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS: 

 

None. 

 

 



 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS  

 

Chief spoke on the following: 

 

 Letter went to PERC for clarification.  The Captain positions will be in District 19 , not 

District 6. 

 Thanked FF Gonzalez for creating T-shirts for the department commemorating 9/11/01. 

 SAFER  grant application process has not been announced yet. 

 Final seniority list was sent out to all employees. 

 We currently have 6 vacancies to fill for the SAFER guidelines. 

 Chief is asking Commissioners to follow their handbook and forward their requests 

through him.   

 

 

DVP 6 and 19: 

 

Terry Dettmar, DVP District 6 touched on the following: 

 Volunteers – he doesn’t think it will work. 

 He also stated he doesn’t believe an attorney is the right move for negotiations.   

 We have a solution to cover the costs caused by the SAFER grant, since it was 

mentioned. 

 We sent negotiation dates back in June to the  attorney.  Attorney sent something back 

acknowledging, but we never rec’d anything else.  We ask again, save money for this 

department and allow them to sit down with the Chief and discuss negotiations. 

 

 

DEPARTMENT ATTORNEY:  
 

None. 

 

 

COMMISSIONER REPORT: 

 

Commissioner Berndt questioned the unemployment insurance with regards to self insured 

versus insured. 

 

After a  brief discussion, Commissioner Shea moves to amend the Agenda to include the topic of 

Unemployment Insurance for the 2011/2012 fiscal year.  Commissioner Becker states he will 

second if we table Christmas Program and Town Hall Meeting until next meeting due to time 

constraints.  Commissioner Berndt will keep an eye on the time and if there isn’t enough time, it 

will be tabled until next meeting. Motion carries.   

 

Finance Manager gave an explanation of insured versus self-insured.  It is in the best interest of 

the department financially to stay self-insured. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 Fire Assessment Fee – Commissioner Becker stated he personally met with 

Representative Caldwell and others and discussed this subject in great detail.   Commissioner 

Becker stated he is for an assessment, but we have to put this together the right way.  At this 

time, they will not support us on any of this.  Within the next three years we need to get together 

and put a program together.  He will help this happen.  He would like to have a Committee to get 

together and figure out how to get this on the Agenda in three years.  Commissioner Carter 

agrees with this. 

 

Commissioner Adams  stated he sent an email to Representative Caldwell.  He asked about 

getting away from the Ad Valorem taxes altogether.  He wanted to come before the Board to 

speak on this subject.  Commissioner Adams asked  if he can come out.  Chief is to send an 

invitation to Representative Caldwell to attend our meeting for discussion. 

 

 Ambulance Transport Fee -  Attorney Pringle read Resolution #11-09-03, which  raises 

the Ambulance Fees.  The Resolution adopts the new fees and becomes effective immediately 

upon its adoption. 

 

Commissioner Carter motioned to approve with a second from Commissioner Berndt. 

 

Commissioner Adams - aye 

Commissioner Becker - aye 

Commissioner Berndt - aye 

Commissioner Carter - aye 

Commissioner Shea - nay 

 

Motion carries 4-1 with the opposing vote from Commissioner Shea.  The Resolution is attached. 

 

 

 Tuscan Conference – Our auditors are holding a governmental conference and are 

inviting Commissioners to attend.  Attorney Pringle stated he doesn’t believe there will be any 

topics there that will interfere with the Sunshine Law or any  violation of the Florida Statutes. 

Commissioners will let Chief know if they will attend.   

 

 Insurance for CERT – Chief stated CERT is covered under the Good Samaritan Law.  We 

discussed putting CERT under the Fire District’s liability insurance or a 501C3.    Attorney 

Pringle stated there circumstances that can occur outside the Good Samaritan Law. 

 

Commissioner Berndt stated there are a lot of questions that need to be answered and we will 

extend an invitation to our agent from Bouchard Insurance to be at our next Commission meeting 

to answer questions. 

 

 

 Christmas Program – Due to time constraints, Commissioner Carter moved to table this 

subject until next meeting with a second from Commissioner Berndt.  Motion carries.   

 



 

  

 

Town Hall Meeting –  Due to time constraints, Commissioner Becker motioned to table this 

subject until next meeting with a second from Commissioner Berndt.  Motion carries.   

 

 FF Auxiliary  and FF Reservist -  Due to time constraints, Commissioner Shea motioned 

to  combine these two subjects and discuss at the next meeting with a second from Commissioner 

Berndt.  Motion carries. 

 

     

 PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

Three members of the public spoke. 

 

 

COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS: 

 

Commissioner Carter just got back from Washington.  She’s in the process of moving forward 

with CERT.  She has 33 members.   

 

Commissioner Becker thanked those that made comments.  We are still obligated to our SAFER 

grant and union contracts.   

 

Commissioner Adams thanked those speaking out voicing their concerns regarding the future of 

the District. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMENTS:  

 

Meeting adjourned 5:16pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 


